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BAROSSA VALLEY



BAROSSA KLASSIK is the initiative of Torbreck Vintners together with bassoonist Jane Gower to establish a regular classical music presence in the Barossa, in keeping with the Valley’s strong historical and cultural roots. To complement the region’s position as a premium destination for fine wine and cuisine, Barossa Klassik will present international ensembles of the highest quality and repute. 

In January 2010 Torbreck hosted the inaugural season of Barossa Klassik featuring «island», in residence for two exclusive concerts in the Torbreck Barrel Hall. 
«island» is a unique ensemble of European-based Australian women. In 1999 Jane Gower founded the quartet in order to explore the unjustly neglected nineteenth century repertoire for bassoon, violin, viola and cello on the instruments of the era. As leading specialists «island»s members perform, also as soloists, throughout Europe, The USA and Australia, with the finest early music orchestras and ensembles. «island» has performed extensively throughout Spain, France, Belgium and the Netherlands and won many friends when it appeared in 2001 for four concerts in the Barossa. It has recorded three CD’s, all premiere recordings on historical instruments, which have been met with wide critical acclaim. With the exclusive sponsorship of Torbreck, «island» has just recorded its fourth CD of quintets by Anton Reicha in the beautiful Gruenberg Church near Moculta. This CD will be released on the prestigious German label ARS and made available at Cellar Door.
The first two concerts of Barossa Klassik were met with an ecstatic reception. Tafelmusik was a dinner event for which the Torbreck Barrel Hall was transformed into a lavish, atmospheric and intimate dining space. The next afternoon it further proved its merits, acoustically and aesthetically, as a concert venue for Das Konzert. The audience thrilled to the unique sonorities and skills of composers formerly unknown to them, as well as to the virtuosity but most of all the obvious delight in musical communication displayed by the members of «island». A new musical tradition in the Barossa has clearly been born!

Planning for next year’s Barossa Klassik is already underway, with exact times, musicians and programmes to be announced shortly. Future seasons will concentrate on early romantic music for winds, strings and fortepiano - chamber music of composers such as Schubert, Beethoven and Hummel - performed on authentic instruments. This represents a niche seldom explored elsewhere in Australia with myriad potentials for exciting musical collaborations. Following the same philosophy of «island», Barossa Klassik will present expat Australian musicians following highly successful specialists careers abroad with the opportunity to return home to share their experience and skills.

